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Current Title:  Research Nurse Specialist IV 
   Vanderbilt University 
   Department of Neurological Surgery  
   Nashville, Tennessee 
 
Nursing Licensure: State of Tennessee, License #118349   
 
 
Education: 
 
The University of Memphis. September 1989 to May 1994. Memphis, Tennessee.  
 
The University of Memphis, Loewenberg School of Nursing. September 1995 to 
December 1997. Bachelor of Science in Nursing. December 1997. 
 
 
Certification and Training: 
 
American Heart Association Basic Life Support for Healthcare Professionals. 1995-
present. 
 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Certificate in Basic Critical Care Nursing. March 1998. 
 
Baptist Memorial Healthcare Corporation. Metro Surgical Services RN Certification 
Course and Orientation. 1998. 
 
Training course: Microsoft Access, UT Computing & Telecommunications, University of 
Tennessee, Memphis. 
Training course: Microsoft Excel, UT Computing & Telecommunications, University of 
Tennessee, Memphis. 
 
National Institutes of Health, Human Participants Protection Education for Research 
Teams. Date of Completion: 02/22/2002. 
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) web based training course “Protecting Human 
Research Participants”. Date of Completion: 01/13/2010, (Certification Number: 
361315). 
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Certified Clinical Research Professional (CCRP), Society of Clinical Research 
Associates SoCRA, December 2009-present. 
 
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI), University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center Module (Member ID: 1428829) (Group 3 - Investigators and all study 
personnel, Ref # 3590834) 
 
Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI), Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Module (Member ID: 1428829): (Group 1 - Biomedical Research Investigators and Key 
Personnel, Ref# 3953082), (GCP – Good Clinical Practice, Ref # 3953083), (Biomedical 
Responsible Conduct of Research Course 1, Ref # 3953084). 
 
 
Experience: 
 
Leadership clinical rotation in radiation and medical oncology. Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, Memphis, Tennessee. Fall 1997. 
 
Staff nurse: Cardiac and thoracic surgery unit. Performed assessment, rehabilitation 
activities and total patient care for pre and post-operative surgery patients. Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center, Memphis, Tennessee. December 1997 to May 1998. 
 
Surgical circulating nurse: Coordinator of care for patients undergoing neurological 
surgery. Baptist Memorial Hospital Medical Center, Memphis, Tennessee. May 1998 to 
March 2000. 
 
Clinical research coordinator: Coordinator of clinical research studies for primary and 
metastatic brain tumors. Coordinator of pre-clinical research studies. Project manager of 
multicenter clinical research trials. Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist 
Healthcare, Memphis, Tennessee. April 2000-November 2009. 
 
Coordinator of bi-weekly Neuro-Oncology Tumor Conference. Memphis Regional Brain 
Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. January 2001-November 2009. 
 
Race Director, Annual “Head for a Cure” (5K race), charity race for brain tumor research, 
2002-2005. 
 
Co-Director, Annual International Neuro-Oncology Update. Memphis Regional Brain 
Tumor Center- Methodist Healthcare, 2002-2004. 
 
Chairman of Nursing Program, Fifth Annual International Neuro-Oncology Update, 
Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center- Methodist Healthcare, FedEx Institute of 
Technology, Memphis, Tennessee, August 24-25, 2006. 
 
Research Nurse Specialist IV: Assists in the design of clinical research, assuring that the 
integrity and quality of clinical research trials are maintained and that the trial is 
conducted in accordance with Good Clinical Practice Guidelines, federal/sponsor 
regulations and guidelines and Vanderbilt Policy and Procedure. Independently plan and 
implement recruitment procedures for potential participants, manage enrollment of the 
trial from screening to randomization to study completion, evaluate clinical data, ensure 
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compliance with protocols and overall clinical objectives, serve as a resource for inquires 
on study projects, manage study-related procedures as required by the protocol and 
maintain communication with the sponsor, IRB, DSMB and other research related 
entities. Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Department of Neurological Surgery, 
Nashville, Tennessee. January 2010-present. 
 
 
Presentations: 
 
‘Brain Tumor Center Overview’, Second Annual International Neuro-Oncology Update 
(Nursing Session), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center- Methodist Healthcare, 
Medical Education and Research Institute, Memphis, Tennessee, May 5, 2003. 
 
‘An Overview of Clinical Research Trials’, Fifth Annual International Neuro-Oncology 
Update (Nursing Session), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center – Methodist 
Healthcare, FedEx Institute of Technology, Memphis, Tennessee, August 24, 2006. 
 
 
Honors: 
 
National League for Nursing adult health achievement exam, 97th percentile. June 1996. 
 
National League for Nursing advanced adult health achievement exam, 96th percentile. 
June 1997. 
 
 
Memberships: 
 
American College of Surgeons Oncology Group (ACOSOG). Allied Health Professional 
Membership, November 2002-present. 
 
Society of Clinical Research Associates (SoCRA). 2009 -present. 
 
 
Clinical Research: 
 
“Dendritic Cell-Based Immunotherapy for Brain Tumors” cooperative trial with the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. (Clinical research coordinator), Memphis 
Regional Brain Tumor Center, University of Tennessee, Memphis. 2000- 2002. 
 
“Chemotherapy Sensitivity of Explanted Human Brain Tumors” (Clinical research 
coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, University of Tennessee, 
Memphis. 2001- 2003. 
 
“A Clinical Study to Evaluate the Safety and Performance of the GliaSite RTS, A 
Radiation Delivery System, in Patients with Malignant Brain Tumors Undergoing Surgical 
Resection” (Clinical research coordinator), Proxima Therapeutics, Inc., Memphis 
Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare, University of Tennessee, Memphis. 
2001- 2003. 
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“A Phase II Study Utilizing the GliaSite RTS for the Treatment of a Resected Solitary 
Brain Metastasis” Protocol # 2001-01-METS (Clinical research coordinator), Proxima 
Therapeutics, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2001-
2004. 
 
“Pilot Clinical Study Protocol for the Evaluation of the INVISx Cranial Fixation System for 
Cranial Skull Flap Fixation” (Clinical research coordinator), Medtronic Neurosurgery, 
Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2001-2003. 
 
“PROLONG, A Prospective Look at Outcomes Nationally with Gliadel Wafer” (Clinical 
research coordinator), Guilford Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor 
Center. 2002-2004. 
 
“A Phase I Trial of Surgical Resection and Radiation Therapy Delivered via the GliaSite 
System Followed by Re-Resection and Gliadel Wafer Placement Followed by 
Temozolomide as Initial Treatment for Supratentorial Malignant Glioma”, (Cooperative 
trial with the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.)  Protocol # LCCC 0115.  (Clinical 
Research Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 
2002-2005. 
 
“An Examination of the Potential Cerebral Protective Efficacy of Mild Intraoperative 
Hypothermia During Intracranial Aneurysm Surgery”.  Protocol # NS 38554. NIH 
cooperative trial with the University of Iowa (Clinical Research Coordinator), Methodist 
Healthcare. 2002-2004. 
 
 
“Cognitive Function After Aneurysm Surgery Trial”.  Protocol # CFAAST. (Clinical 
Research Coordinator), Methodist Healthcare. 2002-2004. 
 
“A Phase III Randomized Trial of the Role of Whole Brain Radiation Therapy in Addition 
to Radiosurgery in the Management of Patients with One to Three Cerebral Metastases” 
American College of Surgeons Oncology Group, Protocol # Z300, (Clinical Research 
Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2002-2005. 
 
“A Phase I/II Trial of Gleevec (Imatinib Mesylate, formerly known as STI-571) and 
Gliadel for Newly Diagnosed Glioblastoma Multiforme” (Clinical Research Coordinator), 
Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2002-2004. 
 
“Phase IV GliaSite Radiation Therapy Registry Protocol for the Treatment of Malignant 
Brain Tumors” Protocol # 2003-01-GSREG, (Clinical research coordinator), Proxima 
Therapeutics, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2003-
2007. 
 
“A Phase II Study Utilizing Focal Radiation in Patients with 1-3 Brain Metastases” (Project 
Manager, Data Manager, Clinical Research Coordinator), Cooperative trial, Memphis 
Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2003-2008. 
 
“Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus (NPH) Registry” (Clinical Research Coordinator), 
Codman & Shurtlett, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center. 2004-2008. 
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“A Phase III Multicenter Study of Intratumoral Therapy with TransMid Compared to Best 
Standard of Care in Patients with Progressive and/or Recurrent, Non-Resectable 
Glioblastoma Multiforme” Protocol # KSB311R/CIII/001 (Clinical Research Coordinator), 
Xenova Biomedix Ltd., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 
2004-2006. 
 
“Genetic Epidemiology of Adult-Onset Glioma” cooperative trial with Vanderbilt University 
(Clinical Research Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist 
Healthcare. 2004- 2006. 
 
“A Phase I/II Trial of Maximal Resection, Radiation Therapy Delivered Via the GliaSIte 
Delivery System with Concomitant Temozolomide, Followed by Adjuvant Temozolomide 
for the Treatment of Newly Diagnosed Glioblastoma Multiforme” (Protocol Co-Author, 
Clinical Research Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist 
Healthcare. 2005-2007. 
 
“A Phase III Randomized, Double-Blind, Dexamethasone-Sparing Study, Comparing 
Human Corticotropin-Releasing Factor (hCRF) to Placebo for Control of Symptoms 
Associated with Peritumoral Brain Edema in Patients with Malignant Brain Tumor Who 
Require Chronic Administration of High-Dose Dexamethasone”. (Clinical Research 
Coordinator), Neurobiological Technologies, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, 
Methodist Healthcare. 2005-2007. 
 
“A Phase I/II Trial of Maximal Resection, Local Radiation Boost with Concomitant 
Temozolomide, Followed by External Radiation Therapy with Concomitant Temozolomide 
for the Treatment of Newly Diagnosed Glioblastoma Multiforme” (Protocol Co- Author, 
Protocol Coordinator, Data Manager), Multi-center cooperative trial, Memphis Regional 
Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2006-2008. 
 
“A Phase II Study of Gliadel, Concomitant Temozolomide and Radiation, Followed by 
Metronomic Therapy with Temozolomide for Newly Diagnosed Malignant High Grade 
Glioma” (Clinical Research Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, 
Methodist Healthcare. 2006 -2009. 
 
“Survey of Brain Tumor Patients about use of the Internet for Medical Information and 
Decision Making” (Clinical Research Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor 
Center, Methodist Healthcare. 2007- 2009. 
 
“Treatment Satisfaction Survey for Brain Tumor Patients and their Caregivers” (Clinical 
Research Coordinator), Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 
2007 -2009. 
 
“A Phase 2, Multicenter, Exploratory Study, Evaluating the Treatment Effect of Surgery 
Plus Gliadel Wafer in Patients with Metastatic Brain Cancer” (Clinical Research 
Coordinator), Eisai, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist Healthcare. 
2007-2009. 
 
“Cilengitide for subjects with newly diagnosed glioblastoma multiforme and methylated 
MGMT gene promoter – a multicenter, open-label, controlled Phase II study, testing 
cilengitide in combination with standard treatment (temozolomide with concomitant 
radiation therapy, followed by temozolomide maintenance therapy) versus standard 
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treatment alone (CENTRIC)” (Clinical Research Coordinator), Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, 
Germany, EMD Serono, USA, Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist 
Healthcare. 2008 -2009. 
 
“BIBW 2992 with and without daily temozolomide in the treatment of patients with 
recurrent malignant glioma (Phase II)” (Clinical Research Coordinator), Boehringer 
Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Memphis Regional Brain Tumor Center, Methodist 
Healthcare. 2008 -2009. 
 
 
Abstracts: 
 
1. Hubbard J, Redmond A, Dalrymple S, Sills AK: Predictive value of transcranial 

cerebral oximetry during carotid endarterectomy. AANS/CNS/ASITN Joint Section on 
Cerebrovascular Surgery, Big Island, Hawaii, February 2001. 

 
2. Mobasser JP, Redmond A, Dalrymple S, Sills AK: Effect of hypothermia on morbidity 

and mortality of carotid endarterectomy. AANS/CNS/ASITN Joint Section on 
Cerebrovascular Surgery, Big Island, Hawaii, February 2001. 

 
3. Sills AK, Watridge C, Redmond A, Dalrymple S: Efficacy and safety of intraoperative 

arteriography during carotid endarterectomy. AANS/CNS/ASITN Joint Section on 
Cerebrovascular Surgery, Big Island, Hawaii, February 2001 

 
4. Brewington KC, Redmond A, Dalrymple S, Sills AK: The predictive value of admission 

urine drug screening in aneurysmal subarachnoid hemorrhage. AANS/CNS/ASITN 
Joint Section on Cerebrovascular Surgery, Big Island, Hawaii, February 2001 

 
5. Brewington, KC, Hubbard J, Dalrymple S, Redmond A, Sills AK: Transverse cervical 

carotid microendarterectomy. AANS/CNS/ASITN Joint Section on Cerebrovascular 
Surgery, Big Island, Hawaii, February 2001. 

 
6. Sills AK, Watridge C, Redmond A, Dalrymple S: Efficacy and safety of intraoperative 

arteriography during carotid endarterectomy. AANS, Toronto, Ontario, April 2001 
 
7. Smith M, Redmond A, Dalrymple S, Sills AK: Perioperative use of clopidogrel 

increases the risk of postoperative bleeding complications in carotid endarterectomy. 
AANS, Toronto, Ontario, April 2001 

 
8. Hubbard J, Redmond A, Dalrymple S, Sills AK: Intraoperative cerebral ischemia 

measured by transcranial cerebral oximetry. AANS, Toronto, Ontario, April 2001. 
 
9. Mobasser JP, Redmond RA, Sills AK:  Chemosensitivity of explanted human brain 

tumors. Congress of Neurological Surgeons, San Diego, CA, October 2001. 
 
10. Sills AK, Redmond RA, Donovan-Peluso MA:  Overexpression of angiogenesis 

factors from  explanted brain tumors correlates with brain edema.  Congress of 
Neurological Surgeons, San Diego, CA, October 2001. 
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11. Sills AK, Redmond RA, Donovan-Peluso MA: Overexpression of angiogenesis  
factors from explanted brain tumors correlates with brain edema.  Society for Neuro-
Oncology, Washington, DC, November 2001.   
 

12. Sills AK, Redmond RA, Donovan-Peluso MA: VEGF expression by explanted human   
brain  tumors correlates with edema.  American Association of Neurological 
Surgeons, Chicago, Illinois, April 2002.   
 

13. Sills AK, Redmond RA, Donovan-Peluso MA: Chemosensitivity of primary and 
metastatic brain tumors.  American Association of Neurological Surgeons, Chicago, 
Illinois, April 2002.   

 
14. Sills AK, Tatter S, Fountas K, Fraser R, Asher A, Vogelbaum M, Judy K, Canute G, 

Jensen R, Redmond A: A Phase II Study Utilizing Focal Radiation in Patients with 1-3 
Brain Metastases. Southern Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, Southampton, 
Bermuda, March 2006. 

 
15. Sills AK, Redmond A, Jackson M, Dubal N: Use of focal radiation for newly diagnosed 

glioblastoma. Poster, Society for Neuro-Oncology 11th Annual Meeting, Orlando, 
Florida, November 2006. 

 
16. Sills AK, Tatter S, Fountas K, Fraser R, Asher A, Vogelbaum M, Judy K, Canute G, 

Jensen R, Redmond A: A phase II study utilizing focal radiation in patients with 1-3 
brain metastases. Poster, Society for Neuro-Oncology 11th Annual Meeting, Orlando, 
Florida, November 2006. 

 
17. Sills AK, Redmond A: Delayed brachytherapy balloon inflation for the treatment of 

brain metastasis. Poster, Society for Neuro-Oncology 11th Annual Meeting, Orlando, 
Florida, November 2006. 

 
18. Sills AK, Redmond A, Mynatt M, Dubal N: Use of focal radiation in newly diagnosed 

glioblastoma multiforme. Poster, American Association of Neurological Surgeons, 
Washington, DC, April 2007. 

 
 
 
19. Sills AK, Tatter S, Fountas K, Fraser R, Asher A, Vogelbaum M, Judy K, Canute G, 

Jensen R, Redmond A: A phase II Study utilizing focal radition in patients with 1-3 
brain metastases. Poster, American Association of Neurological Surgeons, 
Washington, DC, April 2007. 

 
20. Sills AK, Redmond A, Mynatt M, Dubal N: Use of focal radiation in newly diagnosed 

glioblastoma multiforme. Poster, Society for Neuro-Oncology 12th Annual Meeting, 
Dallas, TX, November, 2007. 

 
21. Sills AK, Tatter S, Fountas K, Fraser R, Asher A, Vogelbaum M, Judy K, Canute G, 

Jensen R, Redmond A: A phase II study utilizing focal radiation in patients with 1-3 
brain metastases. Society for Neuro-Oncology 12th Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX, 
November, 2007. 
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22. DeCuypere M, Sills AK, Redmond A: Quality of life and treatment satisfaction survey 
of brain tumor patients and their caregivers. Poster, Society for Neuro-Oncology 13th 
Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV, November 2008. 

 
23. DeCuypere M, Sills AK, Redmond A: Quality of life and treatment satisfaction survey 

of brain tumor patients and their caregivers. Poster, Joint Meeting of Society for 
Neuro-Oncology and American Association of Neurological Surgeons/Congress of 
Neurological Surgeons Sections on Tumors, New Orleans, LA, October 2009. 

 
 
 
 


